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-TODAY IS SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 2008- 
 

Elders  
Ellis Basham-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------777-3654 
David Eadens----------------------------------------------------------------------------------777-3786 
Charles Sandidge-----------------------------------------------------------------------------777-1168 

Deacons  
Greg Barrick                        Greg Sandidge 

    Steve Lyons                                                                                     Jerry Stahl 
Minister  

Gary Hays--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------846-4283 
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… there’s nothing on this earth that we can take 
with us.  No matter how old the building is we 
worship at, we realize it is not permanent.  Our 
souls are the only thing that’s everlasting.   
 Even through all the devastation Friday, 
I saw our congregation come together like I 
have never seen it before.  God allows 
everything to happen for a reason, and though 
we might not understand why this has 
happened, he is in control.  Our congregation 
has already strengthened and that was very 
evident Friday.  I stayed at the church grounds 
nearly all day Friday and I believe it’s safe to 
say there were well over 200 visitors.  Not only 
did our members show up, but numerous 
members of the Mt. Pleasant congregation and 
Richardsville community as well.  Friday 
afternoon and evening reminded me of a funeral 
visitation, only for a building.  In the twenty one 
years of my life and attending church at Mt. 
Zion, I saw more hugs exchanged that day than 
I ever remember seeing.  All kinds of people 
stood around and shared their memories 
regarding the Mt. Zion Church building.  We 
pulled together and showed our brotherly and 
sisterly love for one another.  This unimaginable 
act united Mt. Zion and has already begun to 
make us stronger. 
 

 
 
   

 We just appreciate the outpour of love from 
our sister congregations.  We received so many 
calls and e-mails from other congregations 
expressing their support and offering help.  
Greenwood Park, Lehman Ave.,   

 

 
  
Richardsville, Delafield, and even a Methodist 
congregation volunteered their facilities for our 
worship services.  Mt. Pleasant even offered for 
us to worship with them in the Richardsville 
Elementary School Gymnasium.  We thank the 
Morgantown congregation for the song books 
and communion sets that we will use today.  
We’ve had so many emails from different 
congregations and people living out of state.  
People from all over are praying for the Mt. Zion 
and Mt. Pleasant congregations.  The acts of 
love expressed are certainly heart warming. 
 Today Mt. Zion begins to heal.  We’ve 
suffered a great loss, but I assure you that we will 
be back stronger than before.  A new church 
building will be rebuilt on the Mt. Zion Church 
property.  We all need to continue praying for our 
congregation and the Mt. Pleasant congregation.  
All of this will take some time and we pray that no 
one gets discouraged.  We’ll be back in our 
original location before you know it.    
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Prayers Needed 
 Please continue to remember the Wes 
Denham (previously worked with Wanda 
Basham) family in your prayers.  Wes was 39 
years old and was tragically killed when he was 
hit by a car while riding his bicycle to work.  He 
was a husband and a father of two daughters.  
His funeral was yesterday in Edmonson Co. 
Barry Basham will be having surgery on his 
neck in Nashville Tuesday.  Pray for the doctors 
performing his surgery and pray that it will be a 
success. 
Ellis Basham was admitted to Greenview 
Friday afternoon and will be staying through at 
least tomorrow.  Doctors are running test to 
determine what’s wrong. Pray that he gets to 
feeling better soon. 
Portia Miller has been sick this past week.  She 
is scheduled for cataract surgery on Aug. 27.  
Pray her surgery is a success. 
Betty Runnels continues to improve and heal 
from her recent knee surgery.  Pray that she 
continues to heal as scheduled. 
Linda Young had a four wheeler wreck last 
Sunday afternoon.  She suffered some cracked 
ribs, a broken collar bone, broken nose and a 
partially collapsed lung.  She returned home 
from the hospital Thursday.  Pray that she 
continues to heal and experience minimal pain. 
 

 

   Dates TO Remember  
�  Oct. 18 Annual hayride, hot dog 

roast/TALENT SHOW at Barry & Wanda 
Basham’s.  6:00 p.m. 

   Happy  Birthday  
 Darren DeVore – Aug. 17 
 Steve Runner – Aug. 18 
 Freda McGinnis – Aug. 20 
 Betty Glass – Aug. 22 
 

Pray For Our Troops  
 Shaun Hays  Alden Lynch  
 Bradley Hines Chad Stackpole 
 Nick LaMastus Todd Stewart 
 Aaron Lynch Anthony Wilson 
 Michael Mestas 
 

Remember in Prayer 
Dale Bush, Billie Jean Butler, Linda Cox, Judy 
Davenport, Georgia Eadens, Mary Elkin, Gus 
Elmore, Joe Elmore, Henrietta Embry, Bobby 
Floyd, Yvonne Floyd, Myrna Floyd, Nicole 
Gowin, Tonya Gross, Toni Hayes, Imogene 
Hightower, Donald Huff, Hilton Jones, Sybil 
Klovski, Coleman Larsen, Sondra Lyons, Theo 
Maddox, Tyler Madison, Cain Martin, Harley 
Mestas, Hamp Milam, Karen Morrison, Dolores 
Overton, Iris Rich, Hazel Rucker, Margarette 
Stahl, Kristy Thompson, Emily Towe, Anita 
Turner, B.T. Webb, Gary Whalin, Lana Young. 

In the Nursing Homes 
Medco – Margarette Stahl 
Christian Healthcare Center – Georgia Eadens 
Rm. 106 

 
 
 
 

 

Today, Mt. Zion Begins to Heal 
By:  Ryan Barrick 

 
 To be perfectly honest, I do not even 
know where to begin.  It is certainly unreal what 
the passing of a week can bring.  As of Friday 
our 156 year old building no longer stands, and 
because of that we meet here at the 
Richardsville Community Center.   No doubt it 
has been a long and hard past couple of days 
for both us, and the Mt. Pleasant congregation.  
 A nightmare is the only way to describe 
how I felt when I was awakened and told our 
church building was on fire.  As with many of us 
my heart sank and I jumped out of bed shaking 
to get dressed.  Pulling up to the church 
grounds brought great distress and shock.  A 
building that normally glows in the night as you 
drive down the hill by Leslie and Jane McGinnis’ 
house had transfigured to ruble and smoke.  
The peaceful glow of a lighted church building 
had been replaced with glowing fire trucks, 
television cameras, and there in the edges of 
the parking lot stood about 35 of us starring in 
awe.  The fire was reported at 3:19 a.m. early 
Friday morning and fire fighters believe it had 
been burning a while before it was reported.  By 
the time fire fighters arrived at the scene there 
was nothing left to be saved. 
 

 
 

A lot of history was certainly lost as our 
156 year old building burned to the ground, but I 
assure you that many more wonderful memories 
are about to be made.  Our building was the 
oldest Church of Christ structure still used for 
worship in the state and the eighth oldest in the 
country.  Our building stood from October 11, 
1852 to August 15, 2008.  As David Eadens 
said in his television interview with WBKO 
Friday (regarding our building): 

 “This building is a thing, as old as it is, 

and things perish.  The church is still intact”. 

    We can all close our eyes right now and 
still see our old building in our minds, but it is 
there it will rest in our memories and in our 
dreams.  So many of us not only lost the 
building they attended church at, but the 
building they preached at, served as an elder or 
deacon, taught classes, was baptized at, was 
restored at, was married at and the list goes on 
and on.  For most of us the Mt. Zion Church 
building was the first church building we were 
brought to as babies.  
 It saddens us all to lose the building we 
grew up worshipping in, but in reality the Mt. 
Zion Church lost nothing this morning.  The 
people make up the church and because of that 
we are thankful.  Our goal is set on reaching 
heaven and… (Continued on back of Bulletin)  

 


